
Sedro-Woolley School District
Fourth-Grade Elementary  
Parent Report Card Guide

Please use this guide when 
reviewing your child’s report 
card. After looking at the report 
card and this guide, feel free to 
contact your child’s teacher if 
you still have questions. Please 
note the Grading Key in the 
upper left-hand corner of the 
report card when reviewing this 
report card guide. 

READING 
Reads and comprehends end-of-grade-
level text: The student should be able to read 
and comprehend any text written at a fourth-
grade level. Students should be able to decode 
words and summarize what they have read. 
Draws inferences from a variety of 
texts: Students will be able to use details from 
the text to infer a characters’ emotions and 
actions. They will also make predictions based 
on inferences. To make an inference means to 
make an educated guess based on information 
that you have.
For example, if you see mom’s purse on the 
table, you can infer that she is at home.

Add and subtract fractions/mixed 
fractions with like denominators: Students 
will be able to add and subtract fractions with the 
same bottom number. 
Multiply a whole number by a fraction: 
Example: 3 x ¼ = 3/4
Solves word problems involving fractions.
Understands relationship between 
fractions and decimals to the hundredths: 
Example: 1/10= .10
Geometry
Classifies shapes based on lines and 
angles: Students can identify shapes such 
as triangles, squares, pentagons based on the 
number of sides and corners.

Measurement and Data 
Converts units of measure: Students can change 
unit of measurement such as inches to feet. 
Applies area and perimeter: Students can use the 
formula to calculate area and perimeter. Area= L 
x W and Perimeter = The sum of the length of all 
sides.

PERSONAL AND STUDY 
SKILLS: 
Students are assessed on personal and 
study skills, as well as the academic skills 
they are developing. These are key skills, 
attitudes and behaviors students are building 
that increase success in their academic and social 
lives, supporting each student’s ability to deal 
with daily tasks and challenges.



Uses text evidence to answer 
questions across genres: 
Students will be able to refer 
to their text in both literature 
and informational to ask and 
answer questions to deepen 
understanding.

Literature
Determine and analyze a 
theme and/or the central 
idea: Student can identify the 
author’s intended message or 
lesson learned by characters.
Summarizes a text to 
determine and analyze a 
theme and/or the central 
idea using text evidence: 
Students will summarize a text 
using key events or details in the 
fictional story.

Informational Text
Determines the main idea 
of a text and explains how 
it is supported by the key 
details: Students will be able to 
understand why a text was written 
and important details about the 
text.
Uses information from 
two texts to write or speak 
about the topic: Students can 
use two or more texts to gather 
information about a topic. They 
will be able to then write or speak 
about this topic.

WRITING
Writes narratives using 
effective technique, 
descriptive details and clear 
event sequences: Students are 
expected to create a story, real 
or imagined, that uses dialogue 
and detail. This story should 

have a logical sequence of events 
with a beginning that interests 
the reader and an ending that 
provides closure. It should also 
include details that develop the 
character’s thoughts, actions, and 
feelings.
Writes opinion pieces with 
introduction, reasons, facts, 
and details, and a conclusion: 
Introduces opinion, supports with 
reasons, and restates opinion 
within a conclusion. Students 
are expected to create a piece of 
writing that states an opinion 
about a topic, states reasons 
to support that opinion, and 
organizes the piece in a logical 
order. Uses transition words 
to connect opinion and 
reasons: The piece of writing 
should include a beginning that 
gets the reader’s attention, linking 
words and phrases (because, 
therefore, since, for example) to 
connect opinion and reasons, and 
a concluding statement at the end.
Writes information/
explanatory pieces, grouping 
related information in 

paragraphs and sections. 
Students are expected to 
read, analyze, and gather 
information and evidence from 
informational texts. They will 
use that information to write 
an informational text. Students 
will introduce a topic, develop it 
with fact, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, and other 
information/examples related to 
the topic.
Conducts and presents short 
research projects: Students 
will conduct short research 
projects, recall important 
information using print and 
digital sources.

SPEAKING AND  
LISTENING
Effectively engages in 
discussion with a group. 
Groups could be large or small. 
Students will be expected to 
contribute ideas and follow agreed 
upon discussion rules.

LANGUAGE
Demonstrates command 
of conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking: 
Students are able to speak and 
writing using proper grammar.
Acquires and uses 
appropriate vocabulary: 
Students can understand and use 
grade level vocabulary words that 
they are exposed to throughout all 
grade level curriculum. 
Uses context to determine 
meaning of unknown words: 
Students are able to understand 
what a word means using 

different strategies they have been 
taught.
Applies the correct spelling 
of words in written work: 
Students will spell grade level 
appropriate words in their 
writing. 
Demonstrates figurative 
language and word 
relationships: Students will 
explain the meaning of simple 
similes and metaphors (e.g., as 
pretty as a picture). Students 
will recognize and explain the 
meaning of common idioms, 
adages, and proverbs. Students 
will demonstrate understanding 
of words by relating them to 
their opposites (antonyms) and 
to words with similar but not 
identical meanings (synonyms).

SCIENCE
In addition to the scientific facts 
your student will work with, 
teachers will also be looking for 
students to learn as authentic 
scientists; asking questions, 
modeling thinking, arguing from 
evidence etc. Also, students will 
use core ideas such as cause 
and effect, systems, energy, and 
patterns to deepen understanding 
of the core ideas. For fourth 
grade, the overall sequence of 
learning includes:

Energy: Students are becoming 
familiar with the cross-cutting 
concept of energy. Energy is what 
makes things happen. They will 
work with the idea that energy 
in different forms can transfer 
between objects and can change 
forms as well. 
Earth Science: Students 

are expected to develop 
understanding of the effects of 
weathering or the rate of erosion 
by water, ice, wind, or vegetation. 
They apply their knowledge 
of natural Earth processes to 
generate and compare multiple 
solutions to reduce the impacts of 
such processes on humans.
Physical Science: Students 
are able to use a model of waves 
to describe patterns of waves 
in terms of amplitude and 
wavelength, and that waves can 
cause objects to move. 

MATHEMATICS
Operations and  
Algebraic Thinking 
Fluent with division and 
multiplication facts: Students 
are expected to be fluent which 
means accurate, efficient, and 
flexible (not timed).
Use the four operations 
to solve multi-step word 
problems: Students should 
be able to make sense of word 
problems and use the correct 
operation(s) to solve (add, 
subtract, multiply and divide).

Numbers and  
Operations in Base Ten 
Understands multi-digit 
place value: 
Students are able to:
Read and Write multi-digit whole 
numbers to the millions 
Standard Form- 235
Word Form- Two hundred thirty-
five
Expanded Form- 200+30+5
Compare numbers 
Round multi-digit whole numbers 

to any place
Addition and subtraction of 
multi-digit numbers: 
Students are able to:
Add multi-digit numbers 
Subtract multi-digit numbers
Multiplication and division 
with multi-digit numbers: 
Students are able to:
Multiply a 4-digit by a 1-digit 
number
Multiply 2-digit by 2-digit number
Divide a 4-digit number by a 
1-digit number 

Numbers and 
Operations- Fractions
Fractions at Grade 4 work with 
denominators 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10
Understand fraction 
equivalence: Students 
understand and explain how two 
or more fractions can be equal.
Compare and order 
fractions: Given a set of 
fractions students will be able to 
put them in order on a number 
line. 


